priest to ask him, futilely, tosay Mass for 


him, and then he settles in, making his 
_ presence as a layman felt until the some- 
what expected happens. His priestly 
qualities manifest themselves, he is taken 
to be a saint who is capable of cures. 
After the long section of chase perhaps 
too long but fitting if the book is taken as 


_an entertainment, which ends in a hilari- 


- ous scene during which the police try to 


run down the pope in a helicopter, Leo’ 


X1V is reported by the Vatican to be 


recovering from his long bout of in-| 


fluenza which has kept him from his pub- 
lic duties and out of the public eyes. 
Finally, I doubt that it will spoil the 
reader’s enjoyment of the milieu, the 
chase and the authentic hierarchic 
background, to report that the ending is 
one of reconciliation and grace. It even 
contains a fine supernatural. moment 
‘which, in the light of all that has gone 
before in this skillful and amusing book, 
is entirely acceptable. 
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beach I found her story just right for the 
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first novel, uncommon, unexpected, any 
most pleasurable. 
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Correspondence 


(Continued from page 706) 


political institutions, this latest crisi 


prompts the obvious query: what are the 
sources of Italy’s political stability? One . 
part of the answer is that the same sense 
of self-interest which motivated the 


piduisti is widely diffused in Italy. Both 


the Christian Democrats and the Com- 
munists, Italy’s two largest parties, have . 
created states within the state by protect- 


ing and promoting the self-interest of 


their members and clients. In a crisis the 
need to protect personal interests and to 
defend the state within which this system 
operates coalesce and Italian democracy 
Staggers through yet another apparently 
insumountable crisis. 
Ultimately, moreover, one 
how much of a threat to the stability of — 
Italian democracy this latest crisis will 
prove to be. Many of the allegations 
which Terzuolo reports about P-2’s 


onders _ 


Moreover, while Gelli, like Stalin, may 
have been a superb file clerk, his political 
acumen is questionable. Italy’s political 
_ leaders hit upon the alliance of Christian 


Democrats and Socialists as a bulwark 


against Communism in the early 1960s. 
The alliance was in its second incarnation 
before P-2’s Venerable Master realized 
the obvious. Some Machiavelli! Unfor- 
tunately, given the Italian passion for 


conspiracy theories (witness the jury 


findings in the Pope John Paul II assassi- 
nation case), the massive and contradic- 
tory evidence Gelli left in his villa, the 
politicization of the case, and the slow- 
ness with which Italian justice generally | 


~ works, it is almost certain that no one will 


ever satisfactorily explain the P-2 conspi- 
racy. : JAMES E. MILLER 
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cerned with the arms race will-be warned 
by Hoffman that an ethic of intention is 
not sufficient in the political world; it ; 
must be joined with an ethic of consequ- - 
encés. This will require testing the vari- ~ 
ous disarmament measures against the. 
arcane logic of deterrence. Such advice,’ 
slows down coalition building but it may 
enhance the quality of our contribution to 
the public debate. Finally, this book is an 
invitation to other academics who share 
* Hoffman’s background in political sci- 
ence, but have not yet stretched their 
curiosity or competence to engage the 
normative questions. J. BRYAN HEHIR | 
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